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What is Geopark?

UNESCO Global Geoparks (UGGp) are single, unified geographical areas where sites and
landscapes of international geological significance are managed with a holistic concept of
protection, education and sustainable development.
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H ” [: I] “Landscapes and geological formations are key
. witnesses to the evolution of our plane and
_ determinants for our future sustainable development.”

Operational Guidelines for UNESCO Global Geoparks

Global Geopark
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Geological heritage of international
value

In order to become a UNESCO Global Geopark, the area must have
geological heritage of international value. This is assessed by scientific
professionals, as part of the "UNESCO Global Geopark Evaluation

Team”. Based on the international peer-reviewed, published research
conducted on the geological sites within the area, the scientific professionals
make a globally comparative assessment to determine whether the
geological sites constitute international value.
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IS there any criteria? Latvia - Lithuania

UNESCO Global Geoparks must be single, unified geographical areas;

UNESCO Global Geoparks should use that heritage, in connection with all other aspects of that area’s natural and
cultural heritage, to promote awareness of key issues facing society;

UNESCO Global Geoparks should be areas with a management body having legal existence recognized under
national legislation;

UNESCO Global Geoparks should actively involve local communities and indigenous peoples as key stakeholders in
the Geopark;

UNESCO Global Geoparks are encouraged to share their experience and advice and to undertake joint projects within
the GGN. Membership of GGN is obligatory;

UNESCO Global Geopark must respect local and national laws relating to the protection of geological heritage;
In the case where an applying area overlaps with another UNESCO designated site, such as a World Heritage Site or

Biosphere Reserve, the request must be clearly justified and evidence must be provided for how UNESCO Global
Geopark status will add value by being both independently branded and in synergy with the other designations
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How to apply?

The UNESCO Global Geoparks Secretariat
coordinates the proposal submissions

Phase:

Preparation

UNESCO Global Geoparks Application Process

Startwith
Contact UNESCO Global Geoparks (UGGS] in your country (¥ there
are any|

Contact National Geopark Committees |if theve 5]
Contact Natwaork

(GGN).
Contact UNESCO Representation in your country

Decuments that help
1 Statutes and Operational Guicelings for UNESCO Global
Geoparks
2. Apphcation Process Frequently Asked Questions

In case of the transrationsl Geoparks
toguide UNESCO Global

1.Exp 14
Geopark applisations

Autopreparation toolkits {no need 1o send thews doguments)
13 Seif-Evalution Checklist for Aspinng UNESCO Global Geoparks
(3IGGp}

15 Sef-Evaluation Chwekiist Explanatary Notes for Aspiring
UNESCO Global Geoparks (sUGGP)
The chrcblat serves b3 Aeks yro cameas ¥ pou ere rewdly o sty

Events and Courses

Actiities orgarized by UNESCO Glabal Geoparks.

Regaler short courses, tranings, and mentorship snd knowledge
exchange programme.

UNESCD and Regional Geopark Network Acthitias and Confarences.

Expression of Intrest
Letter of itrest should be sent from the %
National Commission for UNESCO ar the ¥
govemment body in<harge of relations with -
UNESCO to the Secretariat at the same year
that the dozsier i sent

[Pecx s Notw: Document s baritted ts LINESCO et 6o b
Enngloh covd welmeaten. T use af ek transfos.ce tood
fex Wi porprie 15 oo agvd)

. Application Dossisr

L Letter of Intrest
2 Dessler (in enghish].
2.A General information.
2,8 Dotumert checkist.
2.C Location of the area.
2.0 Main goological highlight and othar claments.
2.E Verifcation of UNESCo. Rari
2.F Intrest and Arguments for becoming s UNESCO
Global Geopark
3. List of Mandatory Anvwxes
3.1 Sef-evaburtion document,
3.2 An additional and separate copy of Section E1.1
*Goolagical haritago and Conrvation”.
3.3 An explicit endoesesnent of any relevant lcal and
regonal authorities and o letter of support from the
for UNESCO or
Body in chege of ralations with UNESCO.
- 3.0 Alarge scale of map.
3.5 One-page geclogical and geographic summary.
3.6 Complete biblicgraphy of the area in Earth
Sciecnes ighlghting international pubications,

Completensss chect by the UNESCO Secrwtariat

SEE

Year 2
Phase;

Lwlustion

O s e e F———————n

|
| sowapplications formatly ¢!
1 gresented to Member Stotes at 'l

I
I
| theintermationd Geosclences || MopB Onepage |
1 Programme (1GCF) | Summary |
:“_—_—‘_—_—___“_"_—__ l (intergovernmental |
i Deabies cevkara by e ‘l check] for 3 months. :
1 International U nion of
Gealogscal Sciences (UGS || I
A S P s e i n S e
oy
1 Baluation Missions

| UNESCO uses & unique precadure of field evaluation and
| revalidation missions to ensure that areas fulf o keep on
| Fulfiing the creena of UNESCO Global Geoparks.

1

| ed out by lustors, which are
chasen from the offical "Roster of Evaluators™. In accordance

| with the Statutes and the Operatiand, UNESCO in conjunction

1 with the Global Geoparks Netwoek (GGN) mwintains tha raster

| of ealuators of rew

| 3pplications for 3G Ges and ravalidation missians of
estubished UGGps.

1

I
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
|
|
i h |
| experience relevant for UGGp development {eological I
|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

|

I

|

1 Peritage, comenation, sustainabk dovelogmene, tourism
1 i iszes) They
\ can bring 3 globiad perspective 10 the indivicual wea,

| ¥or more information:
| Guidelines for UNESCO Glodal Geoparks Feid inspectian
L Misons Evaluations & Revaldations

UNESCO Global Geoparks Counclt

cutromes:

*ACCEPT: Maove an 1o the Nomination Phase the next year.
*DEFER: Need to mprove the onditon during the next 2
yeacs. A repart s requiered ta identity the improvernert. Doesr' §
| Faed 1o mapply ar have an aathar suakAtion MEsion 1
e

|

|

| Bamsdl cn the filed evabustion mpoet, there are 3 possinke
| 2

1

|

SREJECT: i case of i 1
Lneed to start the apphcation again. )

Pha
Nominason

Item on the agenda of the Executive Bosed Soring Session

@ o the Coundl.
(The details of il be, o

information Document.)

y of the UNESCO »

one year before the revolidation (at the end of july)

Bresent through the official channe!

1. One-page summary
2. Progress repart

3. Forms for Revalkdation {Form A and B)

| by the end of Jumuery of the revaldotion yeor

Revafidation Mission
Afield missy by al to
reeidate the quality of the UNESCO Global Geoper k. On the

basis of the field evaluation report, the UNISCO Global
Geopark will be awarded with:

*Grogn Card
*Yellow Card /
*Red Card [ l -

For more information:

for UNESCO Global Geoparks)
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How to apply?

A successful UNESCO Global Geopark application should at least demonstrate that:

>

>

It has geological heritage of international value and is managed by a body with legal recognition under national
legislation.

The management body should include all relevant stakeholders, including partners and scientific, local and
indigenous (if any) communities.

It has a comprehensive management plan, covering governance, development, communication, protection,
infrastructure, finance, and partnership issues.

It is in regular contact with other UNESCO Global Geoparks as well as with the Global Geoparks Network.

Its geological heritage is connected with its cultural and natural heritage, and this connection is used for educational
purposes, awareness raising, and informing visitors and locals alike.

It is a single unified territory — no interrupted borders; the entire territory should be involved in the Geopark’s
activities.

If the Geopark project is closer than 100km from an existing UNESCO Global Geopark, ensure that an independent
study is undertaken to demonstrate the geological difference and possible complementarity with that Geopark.

The Geopark engages in appropriate branding, visibility and communication efforts, to both visitors and local people
through a dedicated website, signposts, panels, museums, geopark corners, visitor centers, leaflets, and detailed
map of the area that connects the area’s geological and other sites. An aspiring UNESCO Global Geopark must have a
corporate identity, differentiating it from other designations or protected areas in the vicinity.
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Is it big family of Global Geoparks? ...........

ZEMAITIJOS

At present, there are 229 UNESCO Global Geoparks in 50 countries.
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https://www.unesco.org/en/iggp/geoparks?hub=67817#full-list-of-unesco-global-geoparks
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Is it beneficiary?

» UNESCO Global Geoparks give local people a sense of pride in
their region and strengthen their identification with the area.

» Global Geoparks help to promote region;

» Stimulate generation of new revenue sources through
geotourism;

» Accelerate close partnership between local communities,
municipalities, companies, park administrations and another
stockholders;

» Growing up understanding of geology and landscape values,
importance for sustainable development;

» Create opportunities for international cooperation




Who can help in the process?
Finnish experience

UNESCO designated Salpausselka Geopark, situated in the Lahti region in southern
Finland, tells the story of the best-known geological entity of Finland. The First and
Second Salpausselka are unique ice-marginal formations laid down by ancient
meltwater streams at the end of the Ice Age. They reach across the entirety of
southern Finland and are at their most spectacular in the area of Salpausselka
Geopark. Here they are joined to eskers of international value, such as the
picturesque Kelvenne Island and Pulkkilanharju Esker in Paijanne National Park

Co-funded by
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Latvia - Lithuania

- alpausselka
Asspus B

Geopark
= Pinie unesco

Global Geopark

Front page > Salpausselks Geopark > Geosites
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How can be useful geoformations for
local economy?
Finnish experience N ol 4
— ey

unesco

Global Geopark
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How can be useful geoformations for
local economy?
Finnish experience

s unesco

Global Geopark

https://www.lahti.fi/en/news/unesco-global-geopark-designation-to-
salpausselka-geopark/ https://visitlahti.fi/en/frontpage/salpausselka-geopark/pre-

tours-in-salpausselka-geopark/
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Is it possible to have Global Geopark in [ ...
LT an LV?

Maybe UNESCO Geopark can be here?
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Is it possible to have Global Geopark in .. >"
LT an LV?

Or here?
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Is it possible to have Global Geopark in ... .>F
LT an LV?

#EUSpace

Have Kurzeme areas known as
international geological
significance?

https://www.copernicus.eu/en/media/image-day-gallery/latvia-slitere-national-park
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What we can do now? i Lt

» Start to understand what UNESCO Global Geopark system is;

» Find protentional areas for Global Geopark;

» Collect data about geological structures and valuable landscapes, rich of geological heritage;
» Start discussions with local players to find most balanced opportunities;

» JUST ACT, DON'T BE AFRAID, BE PATIEN, MOVE FORVARD!!!

H Co-funded by
he European Union



THANK YOU!

Ramunas Lydis
ramunas.lydis@ zemaitijosnp. It

linkedin.com/in/ramunas-lydis

https://www.facebook.com/ramunas.lydis/

Co-funded by
the European Union

HILCIICyYy

Latvia - Lithuania


mailto:ramunas.lydis@zemaitijosnp.lt

