Opening the Akmena River in Kretinga to
the Public

A project that will transform Kretinga's treasured natural asset — Akmena Riverside.

Presented by Albertas Barauskas, Kretinga District Municipality



Kretinga — A Historic
Riverside Town

Kretinga is a historic town in Western Lithuania, well
known for its monasteries and a Winter garden as well
as its close ties to the nature. For centuries, the Akmena
River has shaped towns identity and a landscape.



Current Challenge: For residents and visitors inaccessible
Akmena river in the heart of town



















Inspired by this event, Kretinga Museum became the first institution to explore new ways
of activating the river and introduced guided excursion services along the Akmena.




A Project




Planned Riverside Development Project

The Akmena River riverside development project aims to create an attractive public space connecting Kretinga's most important sites.
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Renewal Pedestrian Infrastructure Tourism Routes
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Community & Business

Encouraging local
business, community
events, and social
activities along the river.



Project scale




Recreation & Active Leisure Zones

The project introduces five dedicated recreation and active leisure zones distributed along the
riverside route

Observation Deck

A scenic observation
deck with
amphitheater-style
stairs leading directly to
the embankment near
Zuviné Bridge
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Spitolé Square

New public square on
Vilnius Street.




Saltiniy Square




Active Leisure Square

A dynamic outdoor
recreation area with 3
distinct play zones
designed for different
age groups.



Lighting & Rest Areas

Modernly illuminated spaces designed
for safe and inviting evening use,
complemented by comfortable
benches, wooden loungers, and
charming gazebos.




Flood-Resilient Infrastructure

The main riverside path is engineered to
remain above water level during flood
events, ensuring it stays accessible and
safe throughout all seasons.
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